
P.O. Box 785 
Seabrook, NH 03874 

6 August 1987 

Mr. Carl DeLoi 
US EPA 
John F. Kennedy Bldg 
Rm 2203 
Boston, MA 02203 

Re: US EPA Letter Dtd 27 Jul 87 (copy attached) 

Dear Mr. DeLoi: 

As i n s t r u c t e d in the attached l e t t e r , I am w r i t i n g to you regarding my FOIA 
request. 

I would l i k e to know i f the K. J. Quinn Company on Folly M i l l Rd., Seabrook, 
NH, i s l i s t e d with the EPA as a contaminated s i t e . I would also l i k e to 
know i f there are any other sites i n Seabrook, NH, that have been i d e n t i f i e d 
as being contaminated. 

I would appreciate a timely reply as I must respond to the US EPA p r i o r to 
27 Aug 87. Thank you for your assistance. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

P r i s c i l l a L. Johnston 
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J 3 L \ UNITED STA^Is ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTIO^AGENCY 
. ^ 5 ^ / WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

JUL 2 7 1987 

OFFICE OF 
EXECUTIVE SUPPORT 

Re: Freedom of I n f o r m a t i o n Act Request # HQ-RIN-

The Environmental P r o t e c t i o n Agency (EPA) has received your 
request f o r i n f o r m a t i o n about a p o s s i b l e hazardous waste s i t e i n 
your area. We understand t h a t your request was based on a l e t t e r 
and s o l i c i t a t i o n sent to you by the C i t i z e n s Aqainst Toxic Waste 
Foundat i o n . 

O r d i n a r i l y , EPA responds to requests f i l e d under the Freedom 
of I n f o r m a t i o n Act (FOIA) w i t h i n ten workinq days. However, due 
to the la r g e number of requests we are r e c e i v i n g as a r e s u l t of 
the s o l i c i t a t i o n from the C i t i z e n s Aqainst Toxic Waste Foundation, 
we are unable to process and research those requests w i t h i n our 
normal timeframe. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , there were s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t u a l e r r o r s i n the 
Foundation's s o l i c i t a t i o n which could a f f e c t your understanding 
of and concern about the nation's hazardous waste cleanup program. 
We have discussed these inaccuracies w i t h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the 
Foundation, who have acknowledqed the e r r o r s . 

For i n s t a n c e , i t ' s important f o r you to know t h a t the s i t e s 
i n the i n v e n t o r y used by the C i t i z e n s Against Toxic'VJaste 
Foundation i n t h e i r d i r e c t mail e f f o r t represent s i t e s where 
there could be contamination. Federal and s t a t e o f f i c i a l s have 
conducted p r e l i m i n a r y assessments at most of these s i t e s and 
many are not hazardous waste s i t e s at a l l . F o r t u n a t e l y , most of 
the s i t e s on the in v e n t o r y are found to pose no t h r e a t to p u b l i c 
h e a l t h or the environment. 

The Foundation also neglected to inform you t h a t , depending 
on search time required to f u l f i l l a request and volume of 
i n f o r m a t i o n i d e n t i f i e d , there are o f t e n charges to the p u b l i c i n 
responding to requests f i l e d under the Freedom of Information 
Ac t . 
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Before proceeding w i t h your .request, the Agency wants t o 
advise you of the i n f o r m a t i o n we w i l l need from you, as w e l l 
as the p o t e n t i a l costs to you. F i r s t , i n order f o r us to process 
your request, we need t o ask you to c l a r i f y the i n f o r m a t i o n you 
are seeking For example, the request on f i l e under your name 
seeks a l l i n f o r m a t i o n r e l a t i n g to a s i t e . R e s p o n d i n g ^ th a t 
reguebt could i n v o l v e extensive searches at EPA's Headquarters 
and r e g i o n a l o f f i c e s . In some cases, the r e s u l t could be larqe 
as c"men ^ h n i c a l records. In other cases, when a p r e l i m i n a r y 
assessment of u.e s i t e has not begun, or i f the assessment has 
been completed and i n d i c a t e s t h a t the s i t e poses no problem and 
needs no f u r t h e r a c t i o n , a search may not provide the i n f o r m a t i o n 
you are seeking. I f you choose to pursue t h i s request ° 
f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n from you, the search could r e s u l t n s i g n i f i c a n t 
search and/or copying costs, which, under the law, woulS ^ Q n i t l C a n t 

b i l l a b l e d i r e c t l y to you. 

The request on f i l e also asks f o r i n f o r m a t i o n on " a l l other-
s i t e s located "near" your home. You w i l l need to i d e n t i f y 
which s i t e s are of i n t e r e s t to you and c l a r i f y the in f o r m a t i o n 

" S f e e k l n ^ o n e a c h s i t e or we w i l l be unable to respond to 
t h i s p o r t i o n of your request. 

Under our FOIA procedures, fees may be charged f o r c e r t a i n 
search and d u p l i c a t i o n costs associated w i t h a request. We are 

T l l T . l u 1 ^ • h a ^ - ? ? C K i F 0 I f r e q U 6 S t f o ™ ^ d e d by the Foundation 
w i l l r e s u l t m b i l l a b l e charges. However, i f you choose to pursue 
your request, we need t o ask f o r your assurance t h a t you w i l l 
pay any b i l l a b l e charges up to $50 - even i f our search r e s u l t s 
i n no i n f o r m a t i o n being found. A w r i t t e n statement to t h a t ' 
e f f e c t i s s u f f i c i e n t . We cannot guarantee t h a t t o t a l charges 
would not be g r e a t e r than $50.00; i n t h a t case, we would contact 
you f o r a d d i t i o n a l assurance to pay. 

We're p r o v i d i n g the enclosed i n f o r m a t i o n to help you b e t t e r 
understand the process and o b j e c t i v e s of the Superfund program. 
I f you would l i k e to discuss your concerns about a p a r t i c u l a r s i t e , 
which might help you determine whether you wish to pursue your 
FOIA request, please contact the EPA Regional O f f i c e f o r the 
st a t e i n which you are located ( l i s t a t t a c h e d ) . 
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I f we haven't received your w r i t t e n c l a r i f i c a t i o n and 
assurance to pay i n 30 days, we w i l l assume t h a t you are no longer 
i n t e r e s t e d i n pursuing your o r i g i n a l request .through FOIA and 
your f i l e w i l l be closed. Please send any correspondence ( w i t h 
RIN # ) to me: 

Jeralene B. Green, FOI O f f i c e r 
US EPA 
401 M S t r e e t , S.W. (A-101) 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Thank you f o r your i n t e r e s t and cooperation. 

S i n c e rely, 

Jeralene B. Green 
EPA Freedom of I n f o r m a t i o n O f f i c e r 

Enclosures 


